Contents

Introduction

Interpreting Disability as a Social Category
—Dr. Shachi Sood & Maheen Rehman

From Pity to “Inspiration Porn”: The Evolution
of Disability Tropes in Hindi Cinema
—Dr. Ashique Rashul

From Margins to Agency: A Paradigmatic Shift
in Disability and Sexuality in Contemporary
Hindi Cinema

—Dr. Indu P.

Rewriting Disability: Contemporary Hindi Cinema
and New Narratives of Difference
—Dr. Vidya Hariharan

Transcending the Ideal Form: Ashtavakra,
Embodiment and the Indian Perspective
of Disability

—Dr. Chitra Jha

Disability, Agency and Ethics of Care:
Revisiting Indian Knowledge Perspectives
through the Fables of Hitopadesha

—Dr. Kongkona Dutta

The Impact of Disability Narratives in
Preethi Monga’s The Other Senses
—Dr. Mohana Priya A & Dr. Tamilmani K T

From Margins to Mainstream: The Transformation
of Special Education in India
—Dr. Upasna Roy

(vii)

Xi

11

20

26

32

46

54

64



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Reimagining Ability: Disability, Identity, and
Agency in Simply Nanju by Zainab Sulaiman
—Dr. Meera K.G.

Shadow Caregivers: Sibling Kinship and Disability
in Select Indian Literary Narratives
—Jaspreet Kaur

From Medical Gaze to Self-Articulation of
Disability as a Mode of Knowing: Counter-
Discursive Narration in Firdosh Kanga’s
Trying to Grow

—Shankar Lal Seemawat

Representation of Disability in Bollywood:
A Reading of Hichki
—Abhishek Chowdhury

The Disabled Erotic Subject: Marxist
Materialism and Bodily Difference in
Manik Bandyopadhyay’s Pragoitihishik
—Shovan Maity

Disability Studies: An Indian Perspective in
Comparative Frame — Gender, Sexuality, Caste,
and Race in Contemporary Indian Indigenous
Writing and the Fiction of Louise Erdrich

—S. Ramaraju, Dr. C. Vairavan & Dr. P. Kamalesh Kumar

“Disability is a State of Mind, Not the Body™:
Literary and Scientific Geniuses Who Redefined
Human Potential in the Light of the RPwD Act 2016
—Dr. Sana Farooqui

Breaking the Mold: A Study on the Portrayal
of Special Challenged Bodies in Literature
—Barnali Dolai

From Margin to Centre: A Critical Analysis of
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016
and Its Impact on Inclusive Education in India
—Radhika Agarwal

(vii)

71

78

87

95

106

116

130

138

150



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Ensuring Dignity through Law: Critical Analysis
of India’s RPwD Act Framework and
Implementation Challenges

—Savita & Dr. Nagendra Ambedkar Sole

Gendered Bodies, Silenced Desires: Disability,
Sexuality, and Embodiment in Indian Literary

Narratives
—Richa Lohra & Dr. Kanta

From Welfare to Agency: A Multidimensional
Framework of Disability Empowerment in
Post-2016 India

—Shabnam Akbar & Prof. Shawkat Ahmad Shah

From Disorder to Difference: Reading
Tourette’s Syndrome as Neurodivergence
in Hichki

—Shubhada Phadtare & Dr. Erfan K.

Anger, Stigma, and Social Disablement in
the Writings of Namdeo Dhasal and
Meena Kandasamy

—Priyanshu Shivhare

Politics of Persons with Disabilities in India:
Representation and the Quest for Inclusive
Governance

—Mohammad Auyoob Mir

Margins within Margins: Disability, Caste
and Epistemic Injustice in Contemporary
Indian Narratives

—Dr. Ishrat Jahan

Inclusive Education for Visually Impaired Children
—Dr. Sahadev Behera

Na Cha Shrotra Jihve: A Comparative Study of
Sensory Disability and Vedantic Non-Dualism
through Nirvana Shatakam

—Dr. Veena Singh

(ix)

166

181

188

208

220

226

236

259

273



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Narrative Prosthesis: Study of Maithili Short Stories
“Madhurmani” and “The Mirror”
—Asim Mudgal

Disability in India and the Perpetual Problem of
Exclusion in Various Dimensions
—Diksha Buragohain

Mirror, Mirror, Am I (Un)whole Still?
Re-presentation of Disability as Cultural ‘Normate’
in Rohinton Mistry's Such a Long Journey and

A Fine Balance

—Kumarika Roy

The Politics of Silence: Disability and Feminist
Identity in Rabindranath Tagore’s “Subha” in
the Context of Susan Wendell’s Feminist
Disability Theory

—S. Darshan

Narrating the Fragile Body: Disability, Desire
and Cultural Resistance in Firdaus Kanga’s
Trying to Grow

—Suman Kr. Mallick

Disability as a Metaphor of Self-alienation
and Social-distancement leading to ‘Anomic’
Suicide: A Study of Mahesh Dattani’s

Brief Candle and Tara

—Dr. Dipak Giri

List of Contributors

Index

(x)

288

294

309

322

328

334

345
349



